The rrue Ge of the ſenſual 


Appetite recommended, 
* N A 


8 E RM O N, 


PREACHED 


10 the Pariſh Church of Devin. 5 


Dedicated to the Right Honourable | 


Lady SARAH P OLE. 


Wiru AN Rr 


On the Death of the Right Honourable 


Late Counteſs of Drogheda, | 
ot ll now publiſhed. 


| By the Revd. 2 BOOKER, M.A. 


| "A of Delvin, in the Dioceſe of Meath, and Chaplain ; 


to = . Hon. the Earl of f Drogheda. 


—— 


1 


r. 


Printed 1 Hz NR SauND A5, at the Corner of 


ere, in High-Street, 1756. 


_— — AA. "+ 7H Yam — us) 


MARY PONSONBY, 


- + {++M 


To the READER. 


IO many. Weben f excellent Sermons have been 


pPubliſped within a few Years, that throwing a 
ſingle one into the World, written on a common mo- 
ral Subject, ſuch as the People hear every Day, may 
be imputed to the Pride of appearing in Print. It 


was preached in my own Church about fix Months 
ago, where a good many of my Pariſhioners are Me- 
thodiſts, who were very conſtant Attendants on pub- 


lic Duties, and their Lives blameleſs : For which © 
Reaſon 1 gave them all the Encouragement in my 


Power, and writ ſome Papers in their Favour. 


But ſome of them took ſuch Offence at this Sermon, 


that they have entirely withdrawn. themſelves from 


their Pariſh Church. And the Reader that will grue 
himſelf the Trouble to peruſe ſome Extrafts of Let- 
ters, written to the Reud. John Weſley, and others, 
upon the Occaſion, which I have annexed to the Ser- 
mon by Way of Appendix, will be convinced that 1 
. have Recourſe to the/Preſs in Defence of my own 
without the 


1 and print to obuiate [ 


To the Right Honourable the 


Lady SARAH POLE. 


preached, it had the Honour to have 


you one of its Hearers: And, I am informed, 
you approved of it, which has much encouraged | 


me to 95 it at your Feet. 


. HAVE, Madam, all my Life udied. to de. 


ſerve, but could never learn to importune. Whe- 


ther it was owing to the Want of Aſſurance or 
Humility, I dare not ſay. But your Ladyſhip' "I 
IlNuftrious Anceſtors, for three Generations, have 
_ conferred Benefits on me, without my aſking, 
and to them I owe my little All. To your Great 
Grandfather my Father was indebted for the Pre- 


ferments he had in the Church. In the Houſe of 


: Mellefont I drew my firſt Breath, and thence de- 


- rive the Honour of my Chriſtian Name. 


— 


"Raine now 1 into he World to . : 
my Character, which has been ever dear to me, I 
have Realon to thank my Detractors for the Op- 
portunity they have given me of publiſhing my 
Acknowledgments of Benefits received from your : 


- e Family. 
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HEN the. Sermon; which now beg 
your Ladyſhip's Protection, was laſt 
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thy to every Thing 


Tuo I am writing a Dedication to a Lady, 
Nature has, perhaps, curſed me with ſuch Antipa- 


that looks like Flattery, that 
I am unable to execute it in the uſual Form, and 
{et you out in all the Blaze of Beauties, both of 


your Perſon and Mind. The World will excuſe 
me, as it acknowledges your Ladyſhip the laſt of 
your Sex that could be pleaſed with it. 
only ſay, I have Reaſon to believe your Ladyſhip 
is never named, in ay N without Reben a 


and ReſpeR. 


Stock. Your Grandmother, the Lady Duncannon, 
was, to my". pertonal Knowledge, 
—Your Mother, the late Counteſs of 
to think on her without a Tear, 


Woman. 


1 Know you, Madam, ſprung from a good 


an excellent 


Drogheda, 


5 hard for any chat knew her,. impoſſible to me. 


recommend it. 


7 1 


A l be appear 8 
But doſt thou de Tor World, that thou haſt 


loſt 4 


As great a Treafeite as «World don d boaſt ? 
The faireſt, ſweeteſt, goodlieſt of her Kind, 
Her Face angelic, —-God-like was her Mind. 
of State, in Youth and Beauty's Bloom, . 


The 


in Pomp 
No vainer in her Chariot than her Tomb. 


I ſhall 


I writ a little Poem on her Death, which has 
ſcarce ſeen the Light, and which your Father, 
notwithſtanding the Intimacy with which he ho- 
nours me, never ſaw. Your Ladyſhip cannot be 
offended if I here preſent it to you and Tie World. 
It came hot fror the Heart, which is all it has to 
Faint as the Picture! is drawn, 1 
hope it Will be copied * more than your Lady- 
1 | 


q 8 8 Morn, ee dite o toil, and ſome. i 
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The Coronet ennobled £ her Brow, 
Not one vain Hour in Life more priz d than now. 


CELESTIAL Muſe,— 


And all her Worth in all Aſſemblies ſhown : 


But one, tho' high in Station, ſeen by . 
Whom circling Graces ſereen d from * View. 


' Graces like ber 85 ;Nudrious Wien reveal'd, 


In humble Modeſty lie moſt conceal'd. 
Thus heavenly Bodies as their Courſe hey run, 

And climb to high Conjunction with the Sun, 

' Deſert our Views, as to Perfection near, 
And, when their Orbs are brighteſt, diſappear. 

| Thus i is the brighteſt Planet ever found 


To run its Circuit in the narroweſt Round. 


Thus Drogheda ſhining, grac'd her little Sphere, of 
Where nothing | but her Den was her Care. 


Bur ah! what Phraſe can reach, what Tongue 


reveal, 


And where's the bleſs d lichten d Bard to tell 
Of Graces ſo remov'd from Mortal's View? _ 


Celeſtial Mule, that Taſk devolves on you. 
Celeſtial Muſe,— 


That I invoke; ſuch Themes deſpiſe ſuch Aid. b 
Succeſsful Spirit, thy faithful Records bring, 


tis no fantaſtic Maid 


Late Guardian Angelof the Fair [ ſing, 


]oyous thy Hours, while hov'ring o'er thy Ward, "Ip 
Noe trifling Action ſeen, or Language heard; 95 


No looſe Behaviour made thee droop thy Head, 


: Or ting'd thy beautcous Cheek with deeper red. 


Merhixks Yo thee claſp thy darling Care, 


Bound thro' obſequious Realms of yielding Air; 


Safely conduct her thro” the pathleſs Vaſts 


Ok azure Skies, and wild etherial Waſtes. 5 
Her 


tis not thy Taſk to ling, 
The brighteſt Sparkler i in the Box or Ring; 
Spadillio s fav'rite Dame, whoſe Skill was known, 


> 
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4 


Her modeſt Doubts diſmiſs'd, and humble Fears, 


She treads the Clouds, and tramples o er the Stars. 
rh and : þigher {till behold ſhe oy. . 


—— 


PR A; joyous Manſon than it was before. 


So wou'd our Earth be bleſs'd, if ev 'ry 7 Fair 
Wou'd learn and live th' illuſtrious Character. 
Then wou'd the bright Example ſtrongly move, 
Cou'd ] but ſing what thou haſt told above. 


| Then teach me, happy Spirit, to deciare 


The Truths which liſt'ning Angels joy to hear. 


Vouch thou th'informing Verſe, and recommend 
— The Chriſtian, Wite, the Mothers: and the F riend. 


No light Amuſements e'er cou'd diſengage 5 
5 Her Hours devoted to the ſacred Page; 
With Joy ſhe read, and found its Leaves impart. 


Thoſe Laus which Nature ſtamp'd. upon her 


Heart 
Her tender Offspring, firſt of all her Cares, 
The anxious Subjects of her Hopes and Fears; 


With curious Eye ſhe watch'd their lying down, 


Nor Hand muſt raiſe or feed them but her own : 
She taught their infant Tongues with early Care 
To hſp td Heaven the tributary Prayer. 1 
To form the growing Chriſtian ne'er was laid 
A Tak upon her Chaplain, or her Maid. 


Such Toil her Joy, who, in each Word and 5 


19 Thought, 
Liv“ dall | the pot Leſſon that ſhe taught. 


fl] 


Is Home-Affairs the golden Main ſhe ſteer 15 


Nor idly ſpent, nor pitifully ſpar'd. 


Ir Charity, like her s, can be erpreſi d, 


Teach me to draw a Tranſcript of her Breaſt. 
Of her Dependents none cou'd e' er complain 


He fear'd his Burthen, or he felt his Chain; 
Each Vaſſal rul'd by Mercy's tender Laws, 


And few were guilty when ſhejudg'd the Cauſe. 
| Soon as her N 8 proſp rous Fate was 


known, 


The ſweet reflected Joy became her own. 
In his Diſtreſs ſhe bore a Mourner's Part, 
And Grief that reach'd her Ear muſt reach her 


Heart: 


Nor reach in . every Wound muſt ſhare 5 
The healing Balſam, or the pityng Tear. 


Sour curious Leaves were turn 'd at Cloſe of 5 
Day, 


To chaſe the buſy Cares of Lites away ; 3 
And gen'rous Drops were ever found to wait 
The big Events of kind or adverſe Fate. 
But as the moving Scene began to riſe, 

; Her tender Soul fat melting ir in her Eyes. 


——' Twas then ſhe ſhin' d. 


vinely R., 


Heaven! how di- 


; Diamonds and Pearls were — to every Tear. 


Adown my Cheeks the manly Torrent flow'd, 


0 And all her Virtue thro 1 Boſe glow'd.. 


Pini the Breaſt chat can thoſe Hours recal, | 


5 And bid the ſummon'd Tear neglect to fall. 


Accept, bleſs d Shade, theſe briney off rings 
5 due, N 


5 No more to mingle ſocial Drops with vou. 


PropITIOUs 
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PR OPITIOUS Spirit— 
ſee 


—for ſuch high Beings can 


What gen'rous Minds enlarg'd may hope to be; 


If ſtill relenting as on Earth you hear 


Th'immenſe Petition, and th'aſpiring Pray'r ; 


My Spirit, as thine, ſhall quit thiincumb'ring 
CRY, - 


; Then to thy bliſsful Manſions peint its Way. 


Nor is th'ambitious Wiſh too vainly rais'd, 


Above the Diſtance whence on Earth I gaz'd; 


Admiring gaz'd, in ev'ry View to find 


Ihe heavenly Viſage of a human Mind. 
GBraces in humble Dawn 

To fit and ſee thee in en Light? 
With haſty Joy thy lov'd Commands attend, 
And ever boaſt this Patroneſs and Friend: 7 
The pleaſing Taſk thro' endleſs Time eto, _ 
| And ſmile: as Spleas'd as I have wept with you. 


—what vaſt Delight, | 


Tur your Ladyſhip may long live the Pattern 
of ſuch uncommon Virtue, and trace the glorious 
Example to lateſt Poſterity, ſhall be the daily ON 
: Prayer =. 


M ADA u, 
1 our Ladybig $ moſt obedient, 
And unfeignedly dutiful, 


Humble Servant, "107 


44 . | BOOKER» 


19 Ps a LM, V. 1 . 
In keeping of them there i is great Reward. 


0 * Y David; the ach Author of 
this Pſalm, begins it in the moſt exalted 
Strain of poetic Eloquence; The Heavens declare 

the Glory of God, and the Firmament ſbeweth his 
Handy Work. He mentions the wonderful Suc- 
ceſſions of Days and Nights, meaſured out by the 
Sun's uninterrupted Courſe, which runs its con- 
ſtant propitious Round, from one End of Hea- 
ven to the other, for the kind and beneficent Pur- 
poſe of warming univerſal Nature into Life and 
Activity; and there is nothing bid from the Heat 
thereof. He tells us, their Sound is gone out into 
all Lands, their Words into the Ends of the 
World; and that there is neither Speech nor Lan- 
guage, where their Voice is not heard. So that 

nd Creature, capable of drawing Concluſions from 
ſenſible Objects, can behold the Works of Na- 
ture, which are ſo magnificently and ſo univerſally 
diſplayed, and not acknowledge them the Works 
of a wiſe, omnipotent and bountiful Creator, 
who. 
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10 J 
who had the Happineſs of his Creatures ſo nearly 


in his View, that nothing was wanting to their 
hoſpitable Entertainment in this Earth, which he 


had alligned them for the Place of their Abode. 


Bur, tho' the World is fo elegantly furniſhed 


out for our Uſe and Delight, tho' Heaven has 


made ſuch ample Proviſion for us, were we left to 


_ ourlelves, in the Uſe and Application of its vari- 
ous Benefits, how impoſlible would it be, through 
the Infirmity of our Nature, but that our Table 


ao, become our Snare, and that that which was 


given us as /ealth, prove to us an Occaſion of fall- 


ing? But ou; tender Maker has provided againſt. 
this Danger. He has given us Laws by his holy 


Prophets, ſince the World began, and in Fulneſs 
of Time by his Son, written not only by his Ser- 
vants in his Word, but by Nature in our Hearts, 
whereby it may be ealy for us, not only to uſe the 
World without abuting it, but to walk ſecure 
thro' its molt flippery Faths, tho“ ever ſurrounded F 


with Dangers and Snares. 
Ay hence it is, that the pte plalwiſt had 


no ſooner ditcharged his Breatt from the ſwelling 
Theme, with which it laboured, of the harmoni- 


ous-Contrivance of the Works of Nature, to give 
us Life, and make that Life a Bleſſing, but the di- 


vine Law naturally preſents itſelt, introducing 
Matter of new. Wonder and extatic: Joy. Carnal 
Men look upon it as too ſevere a Reſtraint on their 
reaſonable Nature; but ſuch live .,a;brutal Life of 
'Senſe, and are ſalceptible of no pleaſurable Im- 
5 prellions, but what are conveyed. thro? the Chan- 


nels of -a mortal Body, which they have corrupted. 


But holy David, who had meditated thereon Day 
and Night, and made it the Standard and Rule of 
his Actions, employs all his Eloquenee to diſplay 
its Excellence. He appeals to the ſeveral Senſes, 
aud to thoſe intereſting Objects that captivate and 


allure them, and then — the divine Com- 


mandments mA 


— 
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mandments more deſirable to the Soul, than the 
higheſt Gratification of Senſe to its particular Ap- 


petite. If Light be dear to the Eye, and Joy 
to the Heart, the Commandments of God are de- 
ſirable and lovely, for they rejoice the Heart, and 
give Light to the Eyes, v. 8 If the Honey and 
the Honey-comb be ſweet to the Taſte, and the 
| largeſt Quantity of the fineſt Gold has attractive 

Charms to engage our Purſuit, in the Command- 
ments of God are found Bleſſings more exqifite 
and laſting; finer than Gold, yea than much-fined 
Gold, ſweeter alſo than the Honey and the Honey- 
comb, v. 10. and to perpetuate their Benefits, 
they endure for ever, v. 9. If to direct a be- 

nighted Traveller in his Way, if to warn him of 
the Wicked that lie in wait for his Life, it to pro- 
vide for his Eſcape, and conduct him to his 

Home, be Favours worthy our grateful Accept- 


ance, this is the Characteriſtic of the divine Com- 


mandments, by them, ſays David, is thy Servant 
warned, Thus the raviſhed Pſalmiſt celebrates 
the Importance of the divine Commandments, 
and he ſums up all in the Words of the Text, In 
keeping of them there is great Reward. In Proſe- 


cCution of this Subject, all that will be neceſſary is, 


to prove the general Propoſition in the Text, by 

| laying before you ſome particular Advantages at- 
tending the due Obſervation of God's Laws, and 
of the formidable Evils that are the neceſſary Co 
4; ſequence of their Violation. 
I vo not, my Brethren, advance this Poctrine 

upon the leaſt Suſpicion that any here are uncon- 
vinced of the Reality of the Rewards annexed to 
ga a religious Life. But, tho' this important Truth 
has been impreſſed by the Light of Nature on the 
Hearts of all Men in all Ages, too many look 
upon them, as at ſo great a Diſtance, that they 
are either wholly neglected or purſued with In- 
difference. But the Rewards which the ſenſual | 
Tx - Appetites 


[2] 


Appetites propoſe are always preſent, gliſtening in 


the Eye, and alluring to the ſenſative Appetite, 


with a Fallacy fo ſucceſsful, that too many engage 
in the Purſuit, tho! like Shadows they fly before 
them, till they are loſt in a Labyrinth of Diſap- 
; pointment and Diſtreſs. 
I x order, therefore, to diſabuſe ſuch impatient 
ones as diſregard the divine Commandments, be- 
cCauſe the Rewards annexed to them ſeem tardy 
and diſtant, I ſhall here make it my principal Aim 
to ſhew, that even in this Life, tho' we were to 
die like Brutes, and ceaſe for ever, the ſocial Plea- 
| ſure, and the calm Content, found, and only 
found in the Ways of God's Laws, and in the 
Works of his Commandments, will prove an an- 
ple Recompence for every Difficulty we can meet 
in the Purſuit; as they are powerful to ſmooth the 
rugged Paths of Life, ſoften the moſt rigid Diſ- 
penſations of Providence, and turn afflictive Ac- 
_ cidents into Ways of Pleaſantneſs and Paths of 
Peace. 
Ir we take but a tranſient View of our ten 
Communiiients, that compendious Syſtem of our 
univerſal Duty, we ſhall find them calculated for 
this End: So frequently inculcated, and fo aw- 
fully promulged, becauſe fo indiſpenſibly ee 
to the Happineſs of Mankind. 
Tux Duties of the firſt Table are ſo many Ad- 
vantages and Ornaments to our Nature. As all 
Nations agree in worſhipping ſome Kind of Di- 
vinity, how has our indulgent Creator diſtin- 
guiſhed us with a Revelation of his Nature and 
his Will? And fince we muſt worſhip, from a 
EKind of Inſtinct in our Conſtitution, how great is 
our Privilege to be honoured with a reaſonable 
Service. Here we have been taught, that God is 
but one, ſimple, pure, uncompounded Being; as 
the Belief of more than one Omnipotent ap- 


ry the OR of Atheiſm itſelf. 
| Tus, 
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Tus, while many Nations grope in the Dark 
for a Divinity to adore, and inſcribe their Tem- 
ples to the unknown God. Some worſhipping 
Stocks and Stones, Sun, Moon and Stars, com- 
mon Fire, Animals, even Reptiles, and every 
Thing that happened to ſtrike a warm Inagina- 
tion. How gracious has our God been, in mants 
feſting himſelf to us? whereby we are prevented 
from laborious Searches after him, and wild Con- 
cluſions, vain and ridiculous; from bowing down _ 
before the Stock of a Tree, and offering like them 
the Sacrifice of Fools. Such ſhocking Aﬀronts to 
God and to Reaſon are obviated by the firſt and ſe- 
cond Commandments; where we learn, that the 
higheſt Arch- angel in the Hierarchy of Heaven is 
altogether unworthy to reſemble him. 
Holy and reverend is his Name The third 
ſecures che Honour due to it. Were it treated 
with the profane Familiarity of being invoked 
upon every frivolous Occaſion, I need not tell you 
the ſad Conſequences of that CO it maſt | 
neceſſarily fall under, 
Tue fourth ſeems intended a mere Law of 
Mercy to the Slaves of the Iſraelites, Beaſts as 
well as Men; ——That thine Ox and thine Aſs may 
reſt, and that the S1ranger that 1s within thy Cat 
may reſt, But, altho' in its primitive Iuſtitution no 
religious Exerciſes are enjoined on that Day, the 
Reaſonableneſs and Fitneſs for one Day in ſeven to 
be ſequeſtered from worldly Affairs, and dedicated 
to God, and the Uſe to be made of it being found 
both in the Old and New Teſtament, and alſo in 
the Heart of every intelligent Creature, may in- 
cline us to think it of moral eie „ 
Now, 


* From the Time of the Wan of the Fewilh Syna- 
gogues, where the People aſſembled, and Moſes was read to 
them every Sabbath-Day, that ation is obſe ved never once 


to have kalten! into Idolatry, to which from 1 its Beginning it ben 


FS) 


Now, if the Commandments of the firſt Ta- 


ble are ſo advantageous to the ſpiritual Concerns 


of Men, nothing could render them more miſer- 


able in their temporal Intereſt than an Exemption 
from the Duties contained in the ſecond Table. 
War Parent would undergo the Care and 
Expence neceſſary to ſupport the tender Infancy of 
his Offspring, deny himſelf ſo many Comforts, if 
not Neceſſaries of Life, to provide for their riper 
Tears, could he hope for no Returns of Grati- 
tude and Obedience? 
Ir Strength and Cruelty w were left at large to 
ravage and deſtroy, a Being in this World would 
be but an Incumbrance to the Honeſt and Weak. 
Our Lives could not be called our own, if the 
| Murderer lay under no Reſtraint; nor would they 
be worth our Care, if held on o e i- 
tle. To proceed: 


Ir theſe Commandments of. God had not Rab: 


| liſhed a Man's Wife an unalianable Property, all 
the dear Relations of Huſband, Father, Brother, 
would be unknown; aud what in their Stead? A 
Community worſe than brutal; fatal Contention, 
__ endleſs Strife, loathſome Diſeaſes, and every Evil. 
The Children of Men might juſtly then be ſtiled, 
Children of Nature, left looſe to wander thro' all 5 
her Wilds. MNone 10 take them by the Hand, and 


guide their early Steps in the Paths of Virtue, and 


Reaſon would render them more unhappy in 
themſelves, and deſtructive to each other. 


55 1565 ſo ſtupidly addicted. that | it 50 never de reſtrained 7 
all the ſignal Judgments inflicted on them for their Rebellion, 
and all the miraculous Deliverances they had experienced upon 
their Return to their Duty. And, is it not more than probable, 
that we, if we had not'one Day in our Week ſet apart for pub- 
lic Devotion and Inſtruction, ſhould, like them, not only for- 


get the Laws of our Creation, but the very expreſs Command- 
ments of God? | 


sucn 
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Svcn is the artful Thief, that Beaſt of Prey, 
here alſo prohibited, who, like the Adulterer, 
waiteth for the 7 wilight, and dreads nothing ſo 
much as the Day. — What is it that animates 
our Induſtry, and renders all the Toils of Life en- 
durable? Nothing ſurely, but the pleaſing Hope 
of Property, of ſomething which he may call his 
own, wipes the Sweat and Duſt from the Brow of 
the laborious Huſbandman, and chears him with 
the ſmiling Proſpect of feeding on that Bread 
which he has ſo honeſtly earned. Wereevery 
ſtrong Invader or crafty Thief e to diſpoſ- 
ſels him, muſt not all Induſtry ceaſe among Men? 
ANorHER Kind of Thief is forbidden by our 
next Commandment; a Theft which our Laws 
does not puniſh with a Gibbet, tho” it deprives us 
of what is very ſacred and dear to us, and that is, 
a good Name, which is of ſuch Advantage, that 


Solomon tells us, it maketh the Bones fat. Had it 


not been ſecured to us, Virtue would have wanted 


one of its Sanctions; and it is Pity to deprive it 


of that little acceſſary Reward of Credit and Re- 
putation, to which it has ſo juſt a Title. How 


_ unſtable} its Foundation, W ih e Slanderer, that 
Fnemy that ſows Tares in our Fields while Men 


| ſleep, at Liberty to choke and infe& the good 
Seed we had ſown? But how dreadful the Effects, 
when Slander is invenomed by an Oath, which is 
a ſolemn Appeal to God, as a Voucher of the 
Truth of what we may be called. upon to atteſt, - 
and on which the Life, as well as Property, of our 
| Neighbour may depend. 7 5 
Bur we find theſe ten ſhort Gm ede de : 
not only prune away the luxuriant Branches of 


Wickedneſs and Vice, but lay the Ax to the Root 


of the Tree, the Root of all | Evil, Coverouſneſs. 


The Man that indulges himſelf to covet, can his 


| Neighbour be ſure that he will go no farther? Be- 
ſides, what Complacency can the Wretch enjoy 
8 
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in his own, when the Poſſeſſions of another are 
the Objects of his Deſires? VHT 
Bor, tho' theſe Commandments check the 
Force of external Violence, and guard us againſt 
the Aſſaults of others, there was {ti} ſomething 
wanting to ſecure us againſt ourſelves; to calm 
the boiſterous Paſſions which too often ruffle the 
Soul, and indifpoſe it for every rational Enjoy- 
ment. The Goſpel has ſupplied that Want by a 
| Commandinent, enjoining Charity; a Grace that 
ſoftens all the rougher Paſſions of our Nature, and 
is for ever accompanied with Peace and Content. 
As it kindles up a generous Love of others, a ten- 
der Feeling of the Wants and Infirmities of our 
| Fellow-Creatures, and a pleaſing Senſation of 
their Happineſs, it checks and reſtrains that epi- 
diemic Paſſion of inordinate Self loue, the deteſt- 
able Caufe of moſt Evils which appear in the 
World. Pride, Vain- glory, Covetouſneſs, Envy, 
Hatred, Malice, and all Uncharitableneſs, are 
the poiſonous Brood that ſpring from Self- love, 
and all of theſe are pregnant with innumerable 
Miſchiefs. Charity ſtifles the fatal Cauſe, the ac- 
curſed Parent of thoſe malignant Evils. For who 
can be proud that's charitable? Who cruel, envi- 
ous or revengeful, that has Charity? Who can 
love himſelf too well, that love his Neighbour as 
himſelfs? e e, 
CuARITx's Element is Love; nor can ſhe 


breathe another Spirit. If any one are ready to 


offend, ſhe is more ready to forgive, and fails not 
to vanquiſh every Foe, armed only with Patience 
and Kindneſs; the Sword of the Spirit, and the 
Breaſt-plate of Righteouſn es. 
Tub, my Brethren, this excellent Grace is 
all Beauty, deſirable and lovely. When this hea- 
venly Plant takes Root in the Heart, it baniſhes 
away every noxious Weed, Briers and * 


— HE 
the natural Product, ſhall fade away before it, 
and it ſhall bring forth Bloſſoms of eternal Joy. 
Wr rx theſe Commandments as univerſally ob- 
ſerved, as the Obligation is general, the Conſe- 
quence would be, Glory to God in the Higheſt, 
| Peace on Earth, and Good-will towards Men, Earth 
would be no more ſtigmatized as a Vale of Tares, 
but preſent us with a little lively Landſkip of 
oo I On 
To the bold Violation of theſe, I had almoſt 
ſaid, all, the real Miſeries of Life are owing; as 
well the galling Stings of Envy, Pride, Cruelty, 

that neceſſarily corrode the conſcious Heart of the 
mercileſs Oppreſſor, as the Groans and Tears of 

the Wronged and Oppreſſed. The turbulent 
Paſſions, inherent in our Nature, would, like the 
troubled Sea, if left to themſelves, for ever caſt 
up Mire and Dirt. Was it not Goodneſs and Wiſ- 


dom, truly divine, to confine them within proper 


Bounds and Limits? What Inſults and Oppreſſions 
would they occaſion, if, unreſtrained, the Strong 
to commit, and the Weak to endure ? Diſmal 
would be the Effects, if Men were left to follow 
the Dictates of their ſelfiſh Paſſions, thro' all the 
Ways of Cruelty and Oppreſſion they would natu- 
übe ẽ W ane 2 ne ak 
To obviate theſe deplorable Evils has not onl7 
been the Care of Heaven, but the Study of the 
beſt and wiſeſt of every Nation upon Earth, from 


the very Beginning of Time: And ſome very an- 


cient Heathen Law-givers are honoured and eſ- 
teemed by the preſent Generation. But, as Mo- 
ſes had written before them, what they borrowed 


from him are the Laws of God. He beſt knew 


the Hearts of Men, the ſtrong Influence of Self- 
love planted as an Inſtinct in his animal Nature. 
lee ſaw the craving Senſes, like the Daugh- 
ters of Solomon's Horſe- leech, always crying, Cive, 
give; and knew them oh be treacherous * 
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of the Soul into Sin and Death. Too good to 
abandon his intelligent Creature to their precipi- 
tate Dictates, he gave him Reaſon, and Laws 

founded on that Reaſon, to enable him to taſte the 
Sweets of ſocial Pleaſure, with aſſenting Reaſon 
and approving : Conſcience: And the Fool that 


graſps at Joy without their Concurrence will find it 
to his Colt, diminiſhed by the one, and imbittered 
by the other. 5 


Can that Creature be called intelligent, who | 


does not ſee that Benevolence was the movin 

Spring in the Almighty, thro' all his Works both 
of Creation and Providence? What other Cauſe 
can be aſſigned for his calling his numerous Fa- 


mily of the Univerſe into Being, than that he 


might have proper Objects, to whom he might 
communicate the Overflowings of his Goodneſs, 
and that every Creature ſhould enjoy his proper 
Share of that Happineſs which muſt neceſſarily re- 
ſult from it? What other End could he have in 
view, by iſſuing out thoſe Commandments, of 
which J have been ſpeaking, but to direct us with 
Eaſe and Complacency, thro' all the Changes and 
Chances of this mortal Life? I have ſhewn you, in 
a few Words, how eſſential they are to our own. 
Happineſs, but ſurely they extend no further to 
him, than as he has Pleaſure in the Proſperity of 


his People; ſo that nothing is more evident than 
that in keeping of them there is great Reward, tho' 


we were never to expect any further Retribution; 3 
and that to offend him, we mult firſt render our- 


ſelves unhappy, ſince the End of his Laws is * 


Perfection of our Nature in our preſent Seat of 
Diſcipline, that we may, at length, be meet Para- 
kers of the Inheritance of the Saints in Light. For 

 Goldlineſs is profitable unto all Things, having Pr 
-miſe of the Life that now is, and of that which is to 
come. 


Which I tend the payer of another 


Diſcourſe 
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of you as are in Love with this preſent World. I 


Inv here all along addreſſed myſelf to ſuch | 


have not attempted to. depreciate it in your Eſ- 
teem, for truly it is furniſhed out with Delights, 


and ſtored with Enjoyments. I ſhall allow alſo, 


that thoſe Appetites and Paſſions, which God has 


given you, were intended by him for your Profit 
and Delight, to be gratified and pleaſed. He has 


not ſet the good Things of Life before us, and 


cC0ohmmanded us to want in the Midſt of Plenty; 
Pyor every Creature of God is good, and nothing to be 
riefuſed, if received with Thankſgiving, 1. Tim, 4. 
4. Thus we may taſte all the Sweets of Life, 
without one bitter Ingredient; - But, if Men will 
obſtinately and daringly break out of their King's 
_ High-way, take what they think a ſhort:Cut to 
Felicity, and over-leap all the Boundaries of their 
Duty, they deſervedly wander from the Haven 
where they would be, fall into Difficulties, ſad and 
inextricable; all the Joys they promiſed to their 
Souls are turned into ſo many Lamentations of 
their Vanity, and they are only rewarded with _ . 
| Diſappointment and Remorſe;z>— Whereas, did 
they patiently ſeek them in the Ways of God's 
Laws, and Works of his Commandments, is there 
a2 natural Deſire in the capacious Soul of Man, 


that has not been the 1 0 of his Creator's Care? 


One ſenſitive Appetite forgotten, and left unpro- 
vided with an innocent Gratification? ——Gratifi- | 
cation ſo refined, that aſſenting Reaſon and ap- 
15 * laſting Reliſh to tranſient 
Txkx are brutal Paſſions inherent in us, which 
ſmile in the Fancy, and flatter the Senſe. They 
are often too ſucceſsful in alluring us from our 
Duty: But are we not armed with Reaſon and Con- 
| ſcience ſufficient, if the Fault be not our own, to 


curb and reſtrain them ? If we yield to their Sol- 
e Og es licitations, 
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| licitations, tho God has placed us in ſo exalted a 


Rank of Beings, we degenerate into Brutes, la- 


bouring only to arrive at their ſordid Gratifications, 


Delights never provided for Men by their wiſe 


85 Creator, but placed as far above their Enjoyment, 
as he intended them below their Eſteem. But, let 
us make it the one Thing needful, to live up to 


the Dignity of our Nature. We ſhall find our- 


ſelves made but a little lower than the Angels, if 
vue ſtrive to imitate them, hearkening to the Voice 


of God, and doing his Commandments wit Plea- 
ſure. 


3 be che bonicifal Author of our Being; 


5 who has left nothing unmade that is neceſſary to 
our Pleaſure, and nothing untold that belongs to 
our Peace.— 
our Nature, has provided againſt all our Wants, 
And let us beſeech Almighty God to direct, 


Who, knowing the Neceſſities of 


ſanctify and-govern both our Hearts and Bodies, 
in the Ways of his Laws, and in the Works of his 


andments, that now and ever we may be 


5 Ford. in Body and Soul, thro' 288 Chriſt, our 
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I Know you are acquainted with Mr. -C—— and 
I his Wife, who are by far the moſt remarkable 
of all my Pariſhioners for Piety and Zeal, (I wiſh 

I could ſay, according to Knowledge.) They are in 
better worldly Circumſtances than the reſt of their 


| Brethren about me. I miſſed that Family from 
Church five or ſix Sundays. Hearing they were 


well, and at Home, I made them a Viſit, and 
aſked the Reaſon of their Abſence. Mrs. C— 
ſaid ſhe would deal ſincerely with me.—In the laſt 
Sermon ſhe had heard from me, I had given ſuch 
— Encouragement to all Sin and Wickedneſs, ſhe 


had reſolved never to hear me more. I told her, 


ſhe muſt have miſtaken me; for I had never ut- 
_ tered Words that could bear any ſuch Senſe.— No; 


ſhe could not be miſtaken, for ſhe was taught of bs 


_ God. - By extraordinary Illumination, Madam? 
Yes, Sir, by extraordinary Illumination.—Pfay 
what was the Subject? She did not know. — The 


- Text could not offend you?—She did not remem- 


ber it.—If ſhe could furniſh me with the leaſt 
Hint to enable me to diſtinguiſh it, I would ſend. 
it her to read. No; - ſhe would read nothing Pt 
Wo: OD the 


| e 
bi the Word of God, and Mr, Weſley.—I aſked her 
[| Huſband who was preſent, but ſilent. Did he re- 
member any Thing in that Sermon—? Yes, one 
Word only, which was promulged —He did not 
underſtand it.—He never liſtened to any Preach- 
ers but their own; he could expect nothing but 
[| Wordt and dry IN It was his Wife that 
found ont the Sin and Wickednèſs in mine. Upon 
the Whole; they had five in their Family, Who 
4 | knew that their Sins were forgiven, who ſhould 
be their Church for the future; as they found in 
| Scripture, that the Apoſtles had ſet up Churches 
in private Houſes.—l greatly pitied them. We 
parted friendly; as I ſtill hoped to recover her in 
the Spirit of Meekneſs. Cr ee on 
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AMON G my Pariſhioners are Perſons of 
1 Diſtinction with ſome of the higheſt Rank, 4 
and, in general, of very good Senſe. I was not 
under the leaſt Apprehenſion of ſuffering in their 
Eſteem, upon Account of Mrs. C. Critic on 
a Sermon of mine, preached, ſhe did not know -r 
when, and of which ſhe knew neither Text nor 
Margent. But, as it began to be talked abroad, 
that ſome Tenets of mine were fo e þ Bn 
they had frighted a whole Family of the moſt pious 
and zealous Proteſtants I had from their Pariſh 
Church; that however Delvin Church had been 
frequented, and an Act of Veſtry made for en- 
larging it, during the preſent Incumbency there 
8 work be Room enough. Stander never wanted 
Tongues to prapagate it; and being often aſked, 
what Doctrine of mine had occaſioned ſuch a 
Cty? it was high Time to uſe all Means to find 


ROT _ [%] 
out that offenſive Sermon. I ſat down to a tho- 
rough Search through all the Diſcourſes I had 
given for ſeveral Months, for that profane, here- 

tical (I rather believe obſcene) Word, Promulged, 


8 and was ſo fortunate as to meet with it in the pre- 


ſent only; and in the ſame, the true Gratification 
of the ſenſual Appetites recommended, which I 
have made the Title of that Diſcourſe. Ge. 
Ix two or three Weeks Mrs. C—— did me 
the Favour to come to dine with me, and brought 
Mr. Oddy with her. In a little good-humoured 
 Raillery after Dinner, I aſked him, was he not a- 
fraid to preach: before ſo formidable a Critic as 
that Lady? She had found great Faults in a Ser- 
mon of mine, which no Body elſe could diſcover. 
But he muſt read it, and ſhew me where to correct 


it. It was read through, and carefully examined 


by both. He was ſtrongly. pre-poſſeſſed in the La- 


dy's Favour.—Don't you ſay here, God gaveus 


Appetites to be gratified? But read a Line far- 
ther, and you will find, it is only in the Way 
God has preſcribed. —There was a full Stop, and 


he need go no farther for the Senſe. He inſiſted 


long upon it, and would have carried it home 
with him, had not St. Paul put a full Stop after, 
—Let us eat and drink, for To-morrow we die.— 
He at laſt acknowledged it a good Diſcourſe, but 
ſure I would not call it more than a moral one, as 
there was not one Word of the Corruption of 
our Nature, and pointed a Place where it might 
have been brought in.—l thought it quite imper- 
tinent to my Subject, tho' it was always their's, 
whatever the Text. If a Scripture Doctrine, it 
had been ſufficiently inculcated, as it is never for- 
| gotten by the Profligate, when they want an Ex- 
cuſe for Sin: And is, indeed, a very good one, if 
their Maker be chargeable with the Guilt Men 
have brought on themſelves. —She was ſo far re- 
conciled to me, that, if I would come to her 
5 3 —— | Houſe, 
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| Houſe, and preach without Notes, ſhe would 
hear me. Mr. Oddy undertook to prove, that 


reading Sermons was not preaching the Goſpel, 
ſince without a Precedent from Eben or the 
Apoſtles. | | 

1 was in Dublin about a Month ago, and very 
glad to hear my Favourite, Mr. Welſb, was in 


Town, who is of the ſame Opinion in Regard to 
Notes. No Man had ever fo ſuddenly ſtole into 


my Affections. He had been bred in a little ob- 


ſeure Country School, to get Latin enough to ay 


Maſs with, being deſigned for a Popiſh Prieſt; 


Hut, in reading the Bible, and finding no Support 
there for Popery, conformed, and turned Me- 


thodiſt Preacher in Jriſb, his Engliſh ſcarce intel- 


ligible. When I firſt ſaw him, his uncommonly 
5 aukward Mein, his good-humoured, pale, meagre 
Countenance, his heroic Enthufialm | and. un- 
daunted Reſolution in the Cauſe of his Conſci- 
_ ence, the Simplicity of his Manners, and the In- 
tegrity of his Heart; to all which were added, a 
| ſtrong uncultivated Underſtanding, which ren- 
dered the Compoſition in the Whole moſt agree- 
able. Attended with theſe Qualifications, and the 
Mob at his Heels, he was a welcome Gueſt to me, 
Night or Day. But a little Acquaintance with 
Church Hiſtory will ſhew, that Eaſe and Pro- 
ſperity can change the Genius of Chriſtian Soci- 
; eties, when Fire and Faggot cannot. 


IMA DE him a Viſit, and laid the Sermon Fed 


him, and three others then with him, who I be- 
lieve were all Preachers, not doubting but he 


would fer Mrs. Ca 


right, and ſave you and me 


this Trouble. How great was my Surprize to 
find, that he pure Gold was become Drofs. 


Tas Sermon had never been written fair over, 


bat had many Blots and Interlineations, ſo that 1 
was obliged to read it myſelf. I obſerved he took 
very little Notice of it, but, when J had done, 


took 


T=1 


took it up, and carefully examined it, ſuſpectipg, 
as he told me, that the Corrections had been made 
ſince it had been preached; but happily not a Blot 
that could not be ſeen through. — I was almoſt an- 


gry. My preſent Inquiſitor was not ſo candid as 


Mr. Oday, for he could not be prevailed on to lay 
his Finger on one offenſive Place: But his Siſter 
Css Infallibility muſt be ſupported. He was 


apprized of the Cauſe, and determined on his Sen- 


tence before the Cauſe came into his Court. And 
accordingly pronounced, with magiſterial Au- 


thority, Mrs. C — in tbe. right, and that no 
Chriſtian ought 10 bear ſuch Sermans,—lt is not 


| ſible he can be turned ſo great a Fool, as really ta | 


believe that Diſcourſe immoral; whatever may be 
thought of his complimenting a Siſter of her Im- 
portance with his Anathema againſt it. But be has 


been in England two or three Years, and now his 
rough - Underſtanding is greatly poliſned. When 
I firſt knew him, he would not have been fo com- 


plaiſant to an Angel. 


Tuenx's a Lady in a remote Fart of the 1 — | 
985 dom, who has honoured me with a very cloſe Core 


reſpondence for four or five Years, tho' I never 


was ſo happy as to ſee her. Her Fortune, Senſe | 
and Breeding render her the Pride and Glory of 
your Society. Speaking of our Correſpondence, 


I was amazed to hear Mr. MWelſh declare, with pa- 
. 
, to and from her and others upon Mrs.” 


Defection, hien L had laid before thoſe 2 
men. I cannot ſay, I did not put up my Sermon 
with the reſt of my Papers upon partir g. but that 


went directly home, locked them all in my El- 


crutote, and the next Day the whole Bundle in 
my Cloak-Bag, and left Town/ When came 
home, all ſafe but the Sermon; ſent back to have 
| rhe Eſcrutore ſearched for it. In vain, —All I 


D 2 N dare 


pal Authority, ſhe ſhould be forbidden to continue 
I had a Pocket fulf of Letters, writt 
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dare venture to ſay is, I never ſaw it fince in their 
Hznds, and fince I declared my Refolution to 
Publiſh it; and now finding it irrecoverable, fat 
down and tranſcribed it from my Memory, which 
muſt be a very t:eacherous one if it has failed me 


much. It was written more than thirty Years a- 


ES and I am afraid its Stile will ſhew- it juvenile. 
N often in Dublin, and other Places, eſpe- 


cCially ſince Mrs. C——'s Report of it, and read 


ov. cpebty Times at leaſt to others; but the Di- 
rectors of her Conſcienoe and her Senſes have new 


indeec a Pretence for faying it i is not the ſame Ser- 


mon; which, if it be not, it is for want of the 
Orig ginal, and I pray God it may not be their own 


| Faults, have been obliged to inſert ſome Sen- 


tences to connect Paragraphs, which perhaps were 


5 tranſpoſed, and where I added one, in Relation 
to the Benefits conferred on us by the fourth Com- 
mandment, I threw it into a Note to obviate their 
Cavils. But I ſolemnly declare, I have not added 
or diminiſhed by one ſingle Word, to extenuate 
_ the e of whieh it is accuſed, rather the con. 
; trary 
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4 15235 very ſare, ahithingg] dhe Sermon would 


indicate it from their Cenſures in the Opinion 


af all, Whoſe Senſes! were imtheir on keeping. 
And while Ithought Mrs. C. its only Acculer, 
I was unwilling to weaken the little Gedi of a 
Society, the Honeſty of. whoſe Hearts, in general, 
I was very ſure, made the public ample Recom; 


pence | for the Weakneks 5 their Heads; and 


whom: L have always. epteſented as rather bigot+ 
ted to, than zealous of; the Doctrines and Diſ- 
_ cipline of the eſtabþſhed Church. Such Mr. 


W. ” h 


Tat 


MWeſley appears in all his Writings : And Mr. 
Evans, the only Writer you can boaſt, tells us, in 
the Name of that Society, That the conflant At- 


 tendance on the public Duttes of the eftablifhed Church 
is the Condition of their ¶ harter and Freedom in the 


Communion of Saints. Such a Declaration with a 
conformable Practice, of which I was a ſtrict 


ſerver, very much endeared them to me, nor had = 
TI the leaſt Suſpicion. of their forming a _ 


Schiſm, till my late Viſit to Mr. Fel. 


Ian much afraid you'll find yourſelves very 15 


_— foot under a Neceflity of doubting, 


the divine Le- 


gation of that — or ſeparating from that 


Church, of which yeh were. born Holy: Members. 
1. Cor. 7, 14. 


Ix your Doctrines nnd your Linn you have fol- 


SY 3 very cloſely the late Chriſtians, who were 
called Puritens. : But they were charged with two 


_ Unpardonable Errors, from which you have hi- : 


therto kept yourſelves clear. The one, an im- 
movable Averſion to the eftabliſhed-Ohurch; the 

bother, a ſtupid Attachment to the deteſtable Do- 
trine of Predeſtination. I have great Reaſon to 3 
fear you ſtand tottering on the Btink, and in great 


Danger of falling into them both. Theſe, to my 
Knowledge, two or three Vears ago, 
abhorred as much as you or I did, but I have Rea- 


ſon to fear he has ſince adopted them. His de- 


Mr. Welſh 


elaring that it was a Chriſtian's Duty,, rather to ſe 
parate from the eftabliſhed Church, than hear ſuch 


a a Sermon; wants no other. Inſtance to new, how 


high Encomiums on 
demonſtrate his Affection 
for the Predeſtinarian Principles, which they are 


voell he loves her en And his 
Mr. Hervey's Dial 


intended to inculcate. Is there one Member in 


"55740 


_ Church; | ipcr Creeds, Articles and Homilies, which we bad 
forfaken ; but by fach only as were incapable of anni 
5 We Anidles of Peace and thoſe of Faith. 


your 


ME 1 0 been told, iche dip anly- RY oy to 5 eſtabliſhed | 


* 


L * wu — = =—R-2 
: __—— IR HR r r . rk 4 . 
n . 5 " - * — * 2 * . , kth * * 


[ 30 ] 


your Society that can read, and is worth five Shil- 
lings, that has not been preſſed to buy them? My 
good Correſpondent intreated me to read them, 
and ſend her my Opinion. At her Requeſt; I ſat 
dovn to his laboured, logical, metaphyſical, my- 


ſtical, allegorical, ſophiſtical, fulſomely poetical 


Entertainment. His Divinity as fantaſtically 
dreſſed as his Collyflowers, veiling their ſnowey 
Breaſts under green Umbrellas. He has given you 
two Volumes, filled with what he calls Argu- 


ments, (which you underſtand no better than the 


Hebrew Mr. Welfb preaches to you) to prove that 
| God will never admit ſuch a Creature as Man into 
his Preſence, till he is pleaſed to cloath him in the 
Robes of Chriſt's Righteouſneſs. But pray Which 
of you would not love and © honour that noble 
Lord, who admitted. you to his Table, in your 


own thread bare Coat, if clean, as much, as if he 


had dreſſed you up in an embroidered Suit of his 
Son's; and, I think, a red-hot Diſpute about ſuch 

a Point of Honour impertinent and ridiculous on 
both Sides. Yet, Mr. Hervey takes this Doctrine 
for as faithful a Saying, and as worthy of all Ac: 

ceptation, as, that Jeſus Chriſt came into the World 
to ſave Sinners. .. Perhaps he thinks with Fofter, 
that Religion is the better liked, the leſs. it is under- 
food. Is it for this Reaſon your Libraries are now 


enlarged, and you are not only permitted, but 


commanded, to read, with the Word of God, and 
Mr. Welley, that alſo of Mr. Her vey Of wWhom 


I gave my Opinion as freely as have done here, 


in my Anſwer to my Correſpondent, which your 


ſpiritual Paſtors and Maſters ſaw, and for which 


they have ordered Repriſals to be made on my 
r 9 oat OE. fi | 
TI cannorThelp imputing Mrs. C——'s Cenſure 
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rt 887 | 
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of it to ſuch another perſonal Reſentment. She 


told me, ſome Time ago, at her Houſe, that, as! 
was neither afraid nor aſhamed to preach ether 


| Men's ONE 


141 


Men's Works, ſhe had a Requeſt to make me, 


Which was, to take a Volume of Mr. Weſley's 


| Sermons up with me to the Pulpit, and read one 
| which ſhe pointed out? And why not as well as 
one of Foſter's cr Abernethy's, and that I might 
give the Book, as I did their's, to any that pleaſed 
to take it home and read? I thought it my indi- 
ſpenſible Duty, if perſuaded my Hearers would be 
better edified by his Works than my own, —that 

would read the Sermon, and give her my An- 
ſwer, which I did, and then let her know, that 1 


never delivered Doctrines from my Pulpit, quite 


out of the Compaſs of my own Comprehenſion, 
and deſired to be excuſed. But ſhe could never 
F gh ants 
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EXTRACT N. 


PROT it ente that bre, 


voured with no more Goſpel Revelation than 


What we have received from Chriſt's own Mouth, 


in his Sermons, and other public and private Diſ- 
courſes; would any of you dare to ſay, that we 
ſhould have wanted any Notices of our univerſal 

Duty to God, our Neighbour, and ourſelves, if 


St. Paul had not been choſen for his deep Learn- 


ing in the cabaliſtical Divinity of the Jews, and 
metaphyſical Subtleties of the heathen Philoſo- 
phers, and ſent to combat them with their own 


| Weapons? Had not a Sect of Jewiſh Proſelytes 


ſtarted up and zroubled the Church, ſaying, it was 
neceſſary to keep the Law of Moſes, you would 
have had no Foundation for your myſtical Doc- 
trines. All the Metaphyſics of Ariſtotle eould ne- 
ver have extracted them from any Words ſpoken 
buy Chriſt himſelf. And, indeed, a Jeſuit, writing 
of the Salvation of that heathen Philoſopher, tells 

8 _ : us, 
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us, that without Him we ſhould have been igno- 


rant of many Chriſtian Myſteries in that Caſe. 


Your Society could have found nothing in the 
New Teſtament, but Works and dry Morality, 


except the Neceſſity of a firm Belief, that God ſent 
his Son from Heaven, to republiſh the loſt and 
forgotten Law of Nature, originally written by 


the Finger of God on the Hearts of Men, and to 
die a Sacrifice for the Sins of the whole World. 


This is the Subſtance of Chriſtianity, and 1016 
every Chriſtian knows as well as you.—What _ 
Vould you have done for that uſeleſs and conſe- 
gquently worthleſs Diſtinction between Fauth and 
Works, on which the very Eſſence of your Society 
depends? How could you have affirmed Juftifica- 
tion by the one, rather than by the other? If you 
meant, as St. Paul did, the Yorks of the cere- 
monial Law, you would have had none to diſpute 
with. If the Works of ſolid Righteouſneſs and 
| ſubſtantial Virtue, as St. James did, and tell us, 
that God will neither juſtify nor reward for them, 
no Body in their Senſes would believe you. You 
allow good Yorks to be the Fruit of Faith; but 
would make us believe, that the Fruit is only to 
be valued for the Sake of the Tree; the Tree, by 
no Means, for the Sake of the Fruit. 3 


Sucn dry and dark Speculations, which puzzle 


the Head without mending the Heart, and have 


no Connection with the Glory of God, or the 
od of Mankind, are the very Characteriſticks 


860 
9 your Society. Such Kind of Doctrines have 


been the Cauſe of bitter Contentions, ſuch Seas 


of Blood, as might deſolate Earth, and populate 
Hell. What Thanks are due to God, for Magi- 


ſtrates wiſe and good, who have freed us from the 


Tyranny of cruel Zealots and ſtupid Bigots, who 
would compel us, not only to act contrary to our 
| Reaſon and Conſcience, but (pardon the Abſurdity 


of the Expreſſion) to think againſt them, _ 


I] 
dure no Diſſefiter, when: armed with Power, to 


eſtabliſh themſelves the Standards of Truth and 
; Ortnoddny * 
Iruink Lhave e Gine ſolid Bene⸗ 


8 fits acruing to Mankind from every one of God's 


can prove every Thing, from which: that Apoſtle 


Commandments, and that in keeping of them theres 
is great Reward. I ſhould be glad to be informed, 
what Reward is annexed to the keeping thoſe of 
Mr. Mehl and Mr. | Hervey? All they ſay for 

them is, they can be proved from the Scriptures. 
hy the controverſial Writings, which engtoſs 
your Attention, of St. Haul, properly wrefted, in 
which St. Peter found Things hard tobe under- 
ſtood, Pet. 3, 26, an Imagination well heated 


does not undertake to prove any Thing. I Would 
not here diſcourage the reading an Partiof God's 
Word. The Treaſures contained therein can ne 
ver be exhauſted; and, in an Age of Light and 
Liberty, new Diſcoveries may be made every 5 
of God's merciful Deſigns' towards the Sons of 
Men, which may endear' him mote and more to 
our Affections, and doubtleſs he has —— . 
like Complacency in beholding Mis intelli 85 
Creature employing his noble Taler of Reafon 7 
to thd valuable Purpoſes: for which it was bes 
ſtowed j ĩaveſtig Weiß, his moral Perfedtions, and 
ſtuch ing to be like fim, vindibaring his Honour 
frotm the Stains it hath ſuſtained fromithe 


o- 
rance and Atrtifice of ſuch as in all. 88 
do themſelves the Authority ofl explaising his 
Nature and his Will; and extracting: ſolid} Senſe 


fromhis revealed 'Wordy in which: your Sbciery 
can find nothing but Myſter 7. 


In this imperfect State, err we may — 


we muſt. But * is more ſure than, that 
God will wink at our Ignorance and involuntary 
Miſtakes : As it would be an Affront to his moral 


8 Perfection to imagi ne, he would propole a Doc- 
* trins, 
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- of tainted Hearts. SYHIG OF D703TE | 
. S. am already apprized that Iam likely ta 
fall under great Contempt, for the Meanneſs of 

my Condeſeenſion througli this whole Affair. — 
The Methotiſts, indeed, are my only Accuſers; 
dut no Body knows, how great a Matter a little 
Fire may kindle. To quench it early is a Point 
of Policy; but call Conſcience into the Caſe, and 
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frine, either relating to Faith or Practice, to us, 


his feeble Creatures, to he received on Pain of his 


ibly be miſtaken by an honeſt Enquirer into 
Duty. If Chriſtians were as indulgent to 
one another as God is to us all, what would be the 
Conſequence? Why, —Chry to God in the Higheſt, 


Diſpleaſure, where the Senſe of his Words could 
8 


hi 


on Earth. Peace, and Good-will towards Men 
But, if Doctrines, extracted from difficult Places 
of his Word, are made Teſts: and Watch : words 
of a private Party, who confine the Favdur of 
God to themſelves, and violate all the Laws of 
Charity to ſupport their Reveries, impoſing the 
moſt malignant Senſe on the 


| good Words and Ac- 
tions of others,——theſe are fearful Symptoms 
821 5 


cannot think a Shepherd can ſtoop too low, to 


lift ſome poor Weak Sheep out of a Pit, into 
which they have fallen. geſides,. I have 
| Reaſon to fear, mine is, or will very: on be, 4 
common Caſe with many of my Brethren, who 


ſerve Country Cures, and if they condeſcend to 


read it, they may find the Conſtitutions ſof many 

Patients, their Duty will oblige them to confer 

with, carefully conſideted, and faithfully vepre- 

ſented, which may be a great Help to chem in ap- 

plying Remedies. 4 4p | 
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